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WHAT ARE THE PROPOSED PROJECTS?
NRCS Emergency Watershed Protection Program
In late summer 2018, Pole Creek and Bald Mountain wildfires caused extensive watershed damage to 
mountainous terrains in southwestern Utah County. The resulting damage to hillside vegetation presented 
imminent threats to life and property in the form of storm run-off, debris flow and flooding, potentially 
affecting public safety, water resources, water quality, fish and wildlife habitat and the economic viability of 
surrounding communities.

Utah County and the cities of Santaquin, Payson, Elk Ridge, Salem, Spanish Fork and Woodland Hills, 
have received funding through the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Emergency 
Watershed Protection (EWP) Program. The federal recovery program offers technical and financial 
assistance to help local communities quickly address adverse impacts caused by natural disasters that 
impair a watershed and cause long-lasting damages to the infrastructure and land. 

The NRCS studied burn areas and coordinated with local officials as they completed Damage Survey 
Reports (DSRs), which identified potential hazards and proposed improvements to address them. 
Project sponsors then hired an engineering consultant to complete evaluations including field surveying, 
geotechnical investigations, biological, cultural and water resource assessments, hydraulic and hydrologic 
modeling, permitting reviews and conceptual design development.
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Project Buffers

Sediment build up in
channel will be removed
and channel capacity will

be restored to help convey
flood events more

efficiently.

Debris and trash build up
in channel will be removed

to improve channel
capacity and help convey

flood events more
efficiently.

Rock rip rap will be placed
to stabilize stream bank
and prevent stream from

eroding banks and
reducing the integrity of

road shoulder.

Intermittent Debris
Removal

Debris basin will be cleaned out to
remove sediment and debris that has
accumulated since the fire occurred.
This will restore the capacity of the
debris basin so that it can be more

effective in slowing future flood
events.

Improvements in this area will
help protect the main road,

access road, and other
infrastructure in the area.

A mud flow occurred in this drainage last
summer and blocked the canal. The canal was

over topped and nearly breached. Before
excessive erosion occurred, operators were
able to turn the canal off and the mud flow
was then cleaned up in the following days.

Had the canal breached, significant damage to
the roadway below and other infrastructure
might have occurred. Improvements in this
area are intended to prevent the canal from
being filled with future mud flows and the

potential bank failure from over topped banks.

The diversion structure for the Strawberry canal were
damaged in post-fire flood events. Improvements here could

include new head gate to better control water delivery to
canal, a new sluice gate to better flush sediment and debris
past the diversion structure to make maintenance safer for

operators. Other wing walls and structure modifications may
be necessary to incorporate the new gates.

Improvements here will
protect the Maple Dell
scout camp culinary

spring source from future
high run-off events.

Silt fence will be placed
to help prevent sediment

laden run-off from
contaminating springs in

this area.
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PROPOSED CONDITIONS DSR 5

Crab Creek - Inlet / Outlet Protection
of existing culvert with engineered

bypass to protect pipeline

Crab Creek - Install in-stream silt
management device, silt fence,

waddle or similar

Crab Creek - Install Waddle
for Silt Management and

protection of spring
collection area

Crab Creek - Protection
of road/pipeline with

safe bypass of hydrograph
Crab Creek - Modify bypass channel

with erosion protection to protect
spring collection area, optimize

hydraulic profile, connect bypass
channel to existing natural drainage

channel

Power Canal - Sediment
and Debris Removal
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PROPOSED CONDITIONS DSR 7

Nebo Creek

Diamond Fork -
Silt Fences

Diamond Fork - Silt Fence
Install chainlink reinforced

temporary silt fence for
retention of sediment loading

from the burned drainage

Picayune Canyon - Silt Fence or
similar mitigation - Install chainlink
reinforced temporary silt fence for
retention of sediment loading from

the burned drainage

Eagle Landing - Silt Fence or
similar mitigation - Install

chainlink reinforced temporary
silt fence for retention of sediment
loading from the burned drainage

Eagle Landing - Streambank
Protection - Channel lining with

riprap or other reventment to
control sediment and erosion

Picayune Canyon - Protect existing
culinary waterline, spring box, culinary

water tank and chlorine bldg through
use of riprap, gabions, or other features

to prevent erosion where the drainage
path crosses the waterline or alignment

with existing water system appurtenances

Picayune Canyon - Containment Berm
- Soil berm to direct flows across canal

Thistle - Debris Basin

SANTAQUIN
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PAYSON
WATERSHED

SPANISH FORK
WATERSHED

Figure #3
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Public involvement is an important part of the projects. If you would like a response to your comment, please 
indicate that on your comment and a member of our project team will respond as soon as possible. Thank 
you for your participation.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Utah County Emergency Watershed 
Protection Project Team are interested in your comments and suggestions regarding the 
proposed projects. Please use one of the following methods to contact the study team and 

share your input. 

• Fill out a comment card and leave it in the box provided.

• Take a comment card home and return it to the address indicated. 

• Take a comment card home for friends and family to complete.

• Schedule a one-on-one meeting with a project team member. 

• Email the study team at email@utahcountywatershed.com

• Submit a comment online at www.UCwatershed.com.

• Call the project team at 435-213-2872.

HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED?

Comments 
must be 

submitted 
by March 5, 

2020


